What are the key challenges in identifying and
supporting pupils with dyslexia in Gaelic
Medium Education (GME) and how might

these be overcome?

Dr Ruth MacAlpine

Enquiry Overview and Aims
The Aim of my study was to be able to offer practical solutions to
overcoming some of the key challenges identified [see below).
The focus was particularly important in my local contest with the
imtroduction of the "Gaelic First” policy in 2020 and the shift
towards imoreasing numibers of pupils being taught n GME
within CHES. The question of providing equitable support and
hiow wee can ensure that pupils with dyslexia are identified znd
provided with the reguired support when learming in both Gaeslc
and English was the focus. A case study was crried out in 3 local
primaryfercondzry orhood sand included semi-stractuned
imterviews with pupils and staffin GME. Therne were significant
challenges experienced in the planning, implementation and
feedback stages mainly due to being 2 supply teacher working in
different schoals with an imegular work pattern. This made it

miore difficult to decde on 2 suitable foous for the study, to et
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within 2 short time frame.
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My Professional Learning Journey
Wy professional leaming jourmey begzan
when iy son started sttending GME and

S. | became aware, both on a personal and
professional level, of some of the issues being raised by other
parerts/carers in relation to dyslesia identification and support.
In particular, concerms were expressed that the experience for
pupils with dyslexia in GME was not equitabile with English
Medium. My learning has been influenced by oritcally reflecting
on iterature and research ird uding the wark of Fiona Lyon and
Sarah MacQuarmie who recognise the ungency of producing
suppart resources for bilingual education.  In particular, looking
at howw reading can be sssessed appropriztely. My own leaming
was enhanced by becoming more aware of the assistiee
technology that is assidable and other resources for assessing
Gaelic lanpuage and taking 2 leasdership role in disseminating this
information to colleagues.
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Collaboration and Impact

My determination and the support of my Ene manager to
fadilitate collaboration with ASN and GME staff made the study
wioriable . The staff were involved in shaping the focus of the
study after identifying that this = an anea that is challenging and
were keen to develop their own understanding and professional
knowledge in this area. The kearming from the study was shared
and this included discussing examples of positive practice,
supgesting links being made with other local suthorities offering

GME prowision and adapting useful resources currently in lrish
fllmd i Education which could be transferred fo GME, foer
emample, questions and anseers for families on dyslexa. The
short-term impact of the project is the enhanced knowledge of
available technology and resources to support pupils and the
longer-term impact of the project is in relation to policy change
and information being shared with families. i I ' I I
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Next Steps

1. Toprovide support and advice in updating
[Dhyshexia Pathway document and develop FADS
for parents/carers about GME and dyslexiz.
Build links with A5M teachers working in GME
to share ideas for identification and support of
dy=slexia.

Continue to read relevant Bterature and
develop knovwledgpe of resources suitzshble to be
adaptedtranslated for GME.
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