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                 Support Teachers (SpLD)
                              Top Tips for Paired Reading 
Paired reading has two steps: reading together
                                               reading  aloud
Reading Together
The helper and the reader both read the words out loud together, the helper matching his speed to the reader’s.

The reader should read every word.

The helper needs to allow the reader a little time to lead in so that he is not just reading the helper’s reading.

If the reader struggles and then gets it right, the helper can give a word of praise or some other ( non-verbal) cue. The reader should not struggle for more than 5 seconds.

If the reader struggles too long or gets it wrong, then the helper just says the word right and makes sure the reader says it right as well.

The helper must make sure that the reader looks at the words. For example, one person can point to the word, both are reading with a finger. It is best if the reader does the pointing.
Reading Aloud
When reading together and the reader feels good enough, he or she might want to read a bit alone.

A way should be agreed for the reader to ask for the helper to be quiet. This could be a knock, a sign or a squeeze. (You do not want the reader to have to say “Quiet”, or he/she will lose track of reading).

The helper goes quiet right away when the signal is given.

If the reader struggles for more than 5 seconds, or struggles and gets it wrong, the helper reads the words out loud, correct, for them.

The helper must make sure the reader then says it correct as well.

Then both go on reading out loud together, until the reader again feels good enough to read alone, and again asks the helper to be quiet.

                                                                           (Thomson and Watkins 1998)

GOLDEN RULES                                  How to do Paired Reading
	Remember to talk about what you read.     
    
	1) Read the story together out loud           

	Praise the reader while he is reading and afterwards.

	2) If the reader gets stuck or makes a mistake the helper should:
· point to the word and wait 5 seconds

· praise if the reader gets it right 

· say the word if the reader doesn’t get it

· wait for the reader to repeat it

           carry on reading together



	Give the reader lots of encouragement.

	3) When the reader signals, the helper just listens


	Don’t tease the reader or get annoyed.

	4) If the reader makes a mistake or gets stuck, return to 2



